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13. (.Currently amended) The chewing i 
the chewing gum further comprises 



14. (Currently amended) The chewing gum composition according to Claim 13 wherein 



nal) The chewing g 
:y of the orally acti 



rding to Claim 1 4 whei 
3t significantly reduced 



polymeric surface active agent. 

(Currently Amended) A method of reducing aslringency of a chewir 
composition containing an orally active metallic ion comprising admimstenr 
subject the chewing gum comprising: 

a. from about 0. 1% to about 50% of a polymeric surface active agent; 



1.01% to about 10% of an orally activ 



up to about 10% of water, and 
from about 30% to about 99% of carrier materials; 

of the orally active metallic ion is not significantly reduced by 
the polymeric surface active agent. 
17. (Currently amended) A chewing gum comprising: 

(a) from about 0. 1 % to about 50% of a particulate polyphosphate that provides 
surface conditioning effects and a crunchv texture , wherein the particular 



polyphosphate: 



uch that it passes through a 



(ii) has an aqueous solubility of at least 5g per 100ml a 
greater than about 10% gum base comprising one or i 



8-25. (Previously cancelled) 
!6. (Previously presented) A 



b, by weight, of particulate polyphosphate 
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(Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 which c< 
from about 1% to about 15%, by weight, of particulate polyphosphate. 
(Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 which C( 
from about 5% to about 12%, by weight, of particulate polyphosphate. 
(Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 whe 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such that it passes througl 



30. (Previously presented) A composition according 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such th 



> Claim 17 whe 



! polyphosphate has a particle size such that it passes through 0.5mi 



(Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 when 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such that it passes through a 



(Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such that it is retai 



34. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such that it is retained by a O.If 



35. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein trie 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such thai it is retained by a 0.18mm 



36. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate has a particle size such thai it is retained by a 0.2mm 
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37. (ftwta'J presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate is sodium polyphosphate with an average chain length 
of from about 10 to about 30. 

38. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate is sodium polyphosphate with an average chain length 
of from about 15 to 25. 

39. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate is sodium polyphosphate with an average chain length 
of from about 21 to about 23. 

40. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate has an aqueous solubility of at least about 8g per 100ml 
at25°C. 

41. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate has an aqueous solubility of at least about lOg per 
100ml at25°C. 

particulate polyphosphate has an aqueous solubility of at least about 15g per 
100ml at 25°C. 

particulate polyphoshate has a hardness of greater than 1 when measured using the 
Mohs hardness scale. 

44. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphoshate has a hardness of 2 or greater when measured using the 
Mohs hardness scale. 

45. (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the 
particulate polyphosphate is dispersed throughout the chewing gum composition. 

46- (Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the weight 
ratio of gum to particulate polyphosphate is in the range from about 10; 1 to 
about 1:10. 
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47. (.Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the weight 
ratio of guru to particulate polyphosphate is in the range from about 5: 1 to about 
1:5. 

48. (.Previously presented) A composition according to Claim 17 wherein the weight 
ratio of gum to particulate polyphosphate is in the range from about 5:1 to about 

49. (New) A method of providing surface conditioning tftects to a subject's teeth and 
oral mucosa comprising administering to the subject a chewing gum composition 
according to Claim 6. 

50. {New) A method of providing surface conditioning effects to a subject's teeth and 
oral mucosa comprising administering to the subject a chewing gum composition 
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